
Scottish immigrant Andrew Carnegie firmly believed in self-education for 

everyone and that libraries helped those who helped themselves. The Car-

negie Library was opened to the public in December 1903.  It was designed 

by Professor Fred R. Giesecke of Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College.  

It is designed in the Greek Revival Style in a Greek Cross plan.  Restoration 

of the library was compete in July of 1999 and the rededication was held 

on July 10, 1999.  The Carnegie History Center houses many local history 

collections that cover not only the local area, but also adjoining counties. 



The second courthouse was completed in 1892.  The first structure, built in 

the 70’s, was constructed of soft brick and considered unsafe.  This build-

ing stood until it was razed for the present building completed in 1957 and 

recently remodeled.   

In 1871, Brazos County issued bonds to build a jail on the northwest side of 

the courthouse square. 

The Courthouse cedar, pictured on the back, was a sapling in 1841 near the 

home where the county was formed.  It was transplanted in 1870 when the 

first courthouse was built.  It still remains in that spot, next to the five 

courthouses of Brazos County.  It is 175 years old.   



Fire was a serious problem for Bryan when kerosene lamps were used for 

lighting and fireplaces supplied fuel for heat and cooking.  The first of sev-

eral volunteer fire companies was formed on July 5, 1871, with the city 

providing the equipment. These firefighters were using a steam engine to 

pump water from cisterns buried under Main Street.  In 1914, the first 

piece of motorized equipment was purchased and in 1921 they hired their 

first full-time employee.  Today, the Bryan Fire Department has more than 

138 full-time firefighters and staff that operate out of five fire stations. 



The La Salle Hotel was completed in 1928 and was originally owned by R. R. 

Howell and at the time was the tallest building in downtown Bryan.  The 

first floor included the dining room and coffee shop, while the convention 

hall and ballroom were located on the second floor. Roughly 100 guest 

rooms occupied the top five floors. The building served as a nursing home 

from 1959 until 1975 and was closed for the last two decades of the 20th 

century. Following a rehabilitation project, the La Salle returned to its his-

toric use as a downtown hotel in 2000 and is now connected to the adja-

cent Howell Building via an entrance plaza designed for convenient access 

for hotel guests. 



 

By 1920, the buildings on Main Street were made of brick and the  street 

itself was large enough that large wagon teams could turn around.  Street 

lights were in the center and the Bell  Telephone pole in the foreground 

provided phone service. 

On the back, the postcard published in 1926 is very similar to the current 

Main Street thanks to the revitalization efforts. 



A movie theater has been at this location since 1913 and named “The 

Queen” since 1914. It was originally located in the three-story Stoddard 

Hotel built here in 1884.  The Schulman family purchased the theater busi-

ness in 1926 and the building in 1938. The tall, white façade was topped 

with a revolving, neon-lit crown. The 550-seat Queen re-opened on No-

vember 21, 1939, with a showing of Fifth Avenue Girl, starting Ginger Rog-

ers.  Vacant and in disrepair, the building was purchased by the Downtown 

Bryan Association in 2010 and restoration began. The Queen is the only 

example of Streamline Modern architecture on Main Street.  

 



Roman’s Pharmacy began as a partnership between R. M. Vick and W. B. 

Roman in 1919 under a different name.  In 1936, Mr. Vick retired and the 

store became Roman’s Pharmacy.  In 1981, Mr. Roman sold the pharmacy 

to Leah Montgomery and it became the Downtown Pharmacy from 1981—

2005.  In 2005, Brookshire Brothers purchased the pharmacy and it re-

mains that today.  Brookshire Brother’s Pharmacy is the only remaining 

pharmacy in Downtown Bryan. 



 

St. Joseph Parish was organized in 1873 and dedicated its first church 

building in 1878.  The sanctuary was destroyed by fire, and for a while, the 

second floor of the Dunn and Daly Building on Main Street was used as a 

meeting place for the parish.  A second sanctuary was dedicated in 1904 

and served the parish until the present building was completed in 1960. 


